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OPENING REMARKS

President David announced that there will be a New 
Member Breakfast meeting next Monday, August 27 at 7 
am at Boss Tweeds Restaurant.

Chuck Beard has 13 open slots for the football pool.  He 
will be the Sargeant-at-Arms next week, so in your self 
interest………

President David shared that Mark Lambert is in the 
hospital and greatly appreciates cards and notes.  No 
visitors please.  We all send Mark our best wishes and 
prayers.

(Note: Mark was released from St. Joes on Tuesday...).

Presentations

Marty Haines has met all the requirements for membership 
and received his Certificate of Membership.

President David explained the ballots on each table.  
Our past District Governor and representative to Rotary 
International has asked the club members to vote on a 
Rotary International enactment - 07 - 231 - which will 
enlarge the membership of the Rotary International 
Executive Committee.  The concern of our representative 
is that the larger Executive Committee will be more 
expensive and cumbersome in holding meetings and 
reaching decisions.  Ballots were collected.
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Guests of Rotarians

Craig Parkinson introduced 
Steve Avery, Attorney

Steve Adelstein brought 
Kathi Hiyane-Brown, 

new President of 
Whatcom Community College

Bob Morse introduced 
Pat Morse, the mother of our 

speaker, Aaron Booker

visiting Rotarians

Bill Kirby, State Government
Carson City Rotary Club

John Sleeth & Shannon Terrell
Bellingham Bay Rotary Club

Ron Kelley
Mt. Baker Rotary Club

Upcoming  Programs
August 27
Bob McDermott – “Virgil” Community 
and the globalization of Art

September 3
No Meeting – Holiday

September 10   
Rick Kaiser – Extreme Work 
Environment, Commuting to the 
North Slope

September 17   
Rob Endsley – Fishing the Rivers of 
the Northwest and Alaska

September 24   
Mike Hughes – Patent Law.  How to 
get your invention through the maze

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
Dick White, August 21st
Ken Culver, August 22nd
Susie Thomson-Sines, August 23rd
Cathy Buckley, August 26th
Bob Martin, August 26th

partner birthdays
Sylvia Haggen, August 23rd
Marlene Payne, August 24th

Club Anniversaries      

Tim Fisher, August 25th  
10 Years
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Fines & Recognition

Drew Schmidt, Sargeant-at-Arms, asked that all those who attended the Northwest 
Fair stand.  Those who failed to attend contributed $1.

Dewey Desler was singled out for attending one of the evening concerts at the Fair.  
He was given a pair of earplugs by Drew.

Bob Diehl was again recognized for being awarded Dealer of the Year. It cost him 
$5.

Wayne Langei and WECU have given $10,000 to various non-profits…..including 
banks.  Wayne took a bow.

Dennis Murphy was absent, but was called on for failing retirement.

Program

Jim Visbeek introduced Aaron Booker, President of 
Hardlines Company as the speaker.  Program topic was 
“The Future of Business Communications”.

Aaron started by pointing out that in the past century 
our methods and means of communicating in various 
settings (one-to-one, collaborative, and one-to-many) have 
changed significantly.  He helped some of us remember 
the revolutionary days of the typewriter, the dial telephone, 
and the party-line. 

Aaron then brought us into the present and described current modes of effective 
business communications in each of the settings outlined above.  With one-to-one 
communication we are now using email, VOIP phones, cell phones, as well as our 
regular hard-wire phone systems.  He pointed out that increasingly we connect 
directly with a person via wireless communications rather than through a business 
office or number.  With wireless connections business conversations can occur 
regardless of geographic location.

With collaborative communication Aaron walked the group through various 
software products that facilitate group sharing in a web-based space.  Sharepoint 
is a Microsoft program that provides a shared workspace within a company for 
documents, meeting minutes, schedules, etc.  He said it was easy to use, although a 
member did ask Aaron to repeat his information in plainer English at the end of the 

continued on page 3

Chuck Snyder give $32 for 
celebrating a wedding 
anniversary.

Marty Haines contributed $20 
happy bucks for becoming a 
grandparent for the first time.

Rogan Jones shared $10 for his 
daughter learning to swim.

David Bradley was $5 happy 
for completing a Seattle to 
Vancouver bike ride.

Bob Diehl called out Wayne 
Langei for parking his car 
halfway into another parking 
spot.  This evened an earlier 
score and cost Wayne $20.

Paul Grey was happy that 
about 18,000 people visited the 
Farming for Life booth at the 
Fair.

Karen Morse was $10 happy 
for having the new President 
at Whatcom Community 
College in attendance and for 
a successful President’s Club 
Barbeque.

Happy Bucks

Wayne Langei WECU, Bob Sytsma Varner Sytsma Herndon, Tim Fisher Life Insurance Consultants, Mike Diehl & Bob Diehl Diehl Ford, Pat Foley Mills 
Electric, Barry Hanson Unity Group Insurance, Gregor Hodgson Kibble & Prentice, Steve Hoekstra, Laury Evans & Dennis Joines Horizon Bank, John 
Holtzheimer Chicago Title, Jeff Jenkins Haskell Corporation, Drew Schmidt Victoria San Juan Cruises, Bruce Smith Barron Smith Daugert Attorneys, 

Today’s speaker, Aaron Booker
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Margaret Curtis provided 
$20 for a vacation on Lake 
Michigan.

Matt Hammatt provided $10 
for a 10 - day vacation on the 
Olympic Peninsula with his 
daughter and friends.

Brandon Hansen was $10 
happy for a successful fishing 
trip.

David Blair shared $38 for that 
many years of marriage.

Jim Visbeek provided $10 for 
riding a tandem bike with his 
wife.

Jim & Jamie Vos Security Solutions, David Blair Trillium, Margaret Curtis Wilson Engineering, Steve Adelstein Adelstein Sharpe & Serka, Terri Treat 
Sage Management, John MacPherson Anvil Corporation, Irwin LeCocq Peoples Bank, Fahri Ugurlu Harborside Bistro, DC Morse Blythe Plumbing, 
Scott Renne Blue Sea Systems, Tommy Thomson & Susie Thomson-Sines Thomson & Company CPAs, Bob Boule Smugglers Inn, Marty Haines
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session.  Groove, Wikis, and Secure Chat were three other avenues for internal group 
sharing of information electronically.  These products make it possible for anyone 
in a company who is authorized to edit documents and contribute information to 
colleagues.  With Groove information can be synched with a wireless device over 
the internet to allow electronically shared conversations while traveling.

Methods for enhancing one-to-many communications included webcasting, 
podcasting, and blogging.  Aaron shared that his company is assisting many others 
to conduct webcasts within companies or to share an event across the world.  
Webcasting involves sending real-time video across the internet for all to see.  
Podcasting now makes it possible to play events on a variety of devices after fact. 
IPods and other digital voice devices can be used to listen to a podcast.  Blogging 
is also increasingly being used by companies to share information and to gather 
responses from many participants.

For the future Aaron opined that videoconferencing over the internet will be 
widely available in the immediate future.  He also said that broadband will be more 
pervasive, allowing for video conferencing and increased wireless connectivity.  He 
also described the likely convergence of messaging to allow text, voice, and video 
communications to be unified and received on any device.  All connections will be 
possible through a single point.

Numerous questions were asked by members.  Aaron provided clear and 
understandable explanations of sometimes highly technical material.

Glen Nardi won the drawing and President David adjourned the meeting at 1:30 pm.






