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OPENING REMARKS
New President Dave Blair opened his first meeting with an 
echo of past president Dewey Desler’s legendary “numbering 
of the meetings”, announcing meeting #4118.  Don Anderson 
on the piano was accompanied by the Rotary congregation, and 
the invocation by Rod Elin reminded us of our motto “Service 
above Self”.  Craig Parkinson introduced visiting Rotarians.

PRESENTATIONS
Graham Harris, former member of Whatcom North Rotary, 
now a member of the Pukekohe Rotary Club, presented a 
banner to President Dave.  Graham lived in Bellingham for 
twelve years, and was past president of Whatcom North before 
moving on.

Business Notes
After adjusting the podium microphone – something we will 
no doubt be seeing often – and voicing his hope that some day 
the world would be designed for “normal people”, President 
Dave got down to business by asking those wearing their 
Rotary pins to stand.  He then levied a find of $2 for all who 
remained seated, warning that the fine would increase as the 
year goes on.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the annual President’s 
Picnic, scheduled this year for August 4th at the home of DC 
Morse and Jan Marchbanks, beautifully situated on Lake 
Whatcom.  Bring the spouse, kids, and grandkids, and enjoy 
what will most certainly be a beautiful and fun-filled day.

Fines & Recognition
The new Sheriff in town, Dennis Murphy, opined that while we 
have all committed infractions, we haven’t all been “caught”.  
This provided an opening for Dennis to alert us to a new 
practice he will employ as sergeant-at-arms, aimed at nailing 
those who he believes have been “flying under the radar” – in 
other words, not being fined often enough.  
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Guests of Rotarians

Paul Grey introduced 
Bruce Clawson with Banner Bank

Andrew Evans brought his 
father-in-law, Craig Heaton     

visiting Rotarians

Graham Harris
Pukekohe Rotary Club

Brad Cornwell
Bellingham Bay Rotary

Terry Telgenhoff
Mt. Baker Rotary Club

Upcoming  Programs
July 16
Larry Halgren – How to build a Marina 
in your back yard in 10 easy steps

July 23
District Governor John Bosch

July 30
Dick Grimshaw – Vetiver System
proven green environmental solutions

August 6     
Rick Kaiser – Extreme Remote 
Conditions, Working on the North Slope

August 13
Michael Bermudez –  Border Patrol 
Challenges in the San Diego Sector

August 20
Aaron Booker – The future of business 
communications

August 27
New Member Talks

September 3
No Meeting – Holiday

September 10   
Rick Kaiser – Extreme Work Environ-
ment, Commuting to the North Slope

September 17   
Rob Endsley – Fishing the Rivers of 
the Northwest and Alaska

September 24   
Mike Hughes – Patent Law.  How to 
get your invention through the maze

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
Bob McDermott, July 9th
Rob Westford, July 11th
Terry Teraoka, July 12th
Brad Burdick, July 14th
Doug Cole, July 14th
Mike Hughes, July 15th

partner birthdays
Dennis Foley, July 11th
 

Club Anniversaries      

Jon Sitkin, July 14th		
10 Years
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Sheriff Murphy will execute this Equal Opportunity Fining initiative as he randomly calls 
on unsuspecting Rotarians (who may even be napping), asking them to stand up and tell 
the Club why they are famous.

The Sheriff began with unsuspecting Jeff Jenkins, who was fined for being the only new 
member of the New Member Mafioso, an infamous group that includes, but is not limited 
to, Jack Mulhern, Bud Peth, and Fred Ossewarde.  Jeff was fined $2 for this infraction.

Paul Grey was “selected” by Dennis to receive attention for all the jobs Paul does for no 
pay.  Dennis questioned Paul’s business acumen, and levied a $1-a-piece fine for each of 
his unpaid positions.

Picking up on Sheriff Murphy’s momentum, President Dave picked on Fahri Ugurlu upon 
his return from a trip to Turkey, and sailing on the Mediterranean.  Fahri was quick to speak 
up on behalf of his travel partner, Steve Adelstein, insisting that Steve was even happier 
about the trip…since he had a really good time.  Each ended up being exactly $20 happy.

Program
Rick Wright, standing in as the “Visbeek proxy” during Jim’s protracted absence, introduced 
Rep. Doug Erickson as the day’s speaker.

Doug began by providing an interesting statistic from the Legislative Ethics Board:

-20% of the public approve of politicians at the Federal level

-25% approve of President Bush

-80% think that our nation is going the wrong direction

-HMOs are the only entity the public trusts less than politicians 

He stated that it is a very challenging environment to work within, particularly since many 
indicators – low unemployment, good economy – should dictate a more hopeful point of 
view from the public.  It is his goal to do his part to turn public sentiment in a more positive 
direction.

Doug and others believe that there are a number of things that should be going on with 
government that aren’t happening at this point, and that stronger leadership is required.  
This includes the possible privatization of some entities that are currently overseen by the 
government, e.g. Department of Labor & Industries Workers Comp program.

They also believe that there must be a stronger focus on public/private partnerships in order 
to get things done.

He reminded us that budget drives everything, and that in the past 3 years Washington 
State’s spending has increased 35%, in excess of population growth or inflation.  Spending 
has exceeded revenue by $1.5 billion.  Even if the economy continues to grow, over the 
next four years at the same rate, Washington will have a $4 billion deficit.

As the ranking Republican on the House Transportation Committee, Doug identified the 
importance of transportation issues to Whatcom County.  Because statewide transportation 
issues are so large, only 25 cents of every dollar of gas tax in Whatcom County is spent on 
local transportation needs.

Dan Cheney – $20 for a trip to 
Germany with daughter Amy.

Tim Farris – happy bucks for a trip 
to Africa to visit HIS daughter, also 
Amy.

Brian Griffin – $5 to announce his 
“hip-ness” for being the proud owner 
of the ultra cool I-Phone, supplied by 
his daughter.

Mary Robinson – $100 in celebration 
of her birthday, shared with a twin 
brother, and for many years in Rotary.  
President Dave, with a somewhat 
rusty Don Anderson at the keyboard, 
ordered a spontaneous rendition of 
the Happy Birthday song.

Julie Foster – $25 for recovering 
from recent back surgery, and to 
invite Rotarians to a wine tasting 
fundraising event for the YWCA.

Anne Jones – happy bucks for a 
great 4th of July celebration where 
son Rogan dug a hole in the beach 
and cooked “a hog”; fortunately, 
according to Anne, there was no 
“shrapnel” flying from the roasting 
pit.

Happy Bucks

Steve Adelstein Adelstein, Sharpe & Serka - Mark Lambert Dream Maker Bath & Kitchen - Barry Hansen Unity Group - Mike Diehl Diehl Ford - Jamie Vos 
Security Solutions - Pat Foley Mills Electric - Del Vandekerk Office Systems Northwest - Margaret Curtis Wilson Engineering - Steve Hoekstra Horizon Bank 
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Dick Tucker – $90 for his son 
being admitted to UW, and $10 for 
summiting Mt. Hood.

Joe Coons – added $2 to a previous 
$48 to celebrate his and Judy’s 48th 
anniversary.

Paul Grey – happy bucks for Dennis 
Murphy’s sponsorship of Paul into 
our club.

Irwin LeCocq – very happy to have 
been married to his high school 
sweetheart for the past 60 years.

Pat Foley – happy bucks to have 
visited her daughter in Ottawa 
during a “cold spell” – instead of 
110 degrees, it was only 80 while 
she was there.

Mark Simpson Hampton Inn - Peggy Zoro Whidbey Island Bank - Tim Fisher Life Insurance Consultants - Erick Laine Madrona Medical Group - Bob Sytsma 
Varner, Sytsma and Herndon CPAs - Drew Schmidt Victoria San Juan Cruises - John Raasch Mindfly, Inc. - Dennis Murphy WWU School of Business

This Tattler brought to you by:

Bob Sytsma  

Happy Bucks

Seattle’s Alaskan Way Viaduct is a prime example.  
There is no specific plan in place to remedy it, though 
it is continually being discussed.  Every month of delay 
in moving forward with a focused plan to fix the viaduct 
equals another $10 million cost based on inflation.  This 
equals $240 million over a two-year period of delays, 
compared with the $110 million it would cost to complete 
the Guide Meridian project in Whatcom County.  Doug 
did say that the Guide Meridian and Blaine Border 
projects would be finished before the 2010 Olympics in 
Vancouver, BC.

He pointed out that in the last legislative cycle, nothing was done to address the healthcare 
issues our state faces, and that healthcare ideology is the biggest battle happening in 
Olympia at this time.  

Regarding global warming, Governor Gregoire put together an Advisory Panel, and both 
Doug and Rep. Kelli Linville serve on it.  Washington ranks second from the bottom on 
how much Co2 is emitted, but any blanket policies on how to ensure less Co2 is emitted 
nationwide could hurt our state.

Of all the Co2 that is emitted in our state, 49% comes from one source – SeaTac airport.  
However, it is automobiles that are in the cross hairs of the government, particularly single 
occupancy.  The current plan is to regulate people out of their single occupancy habit.  Doug 
believes there are more palatable options that should be tried first, including using the cost 
effective technology that already exists.

In the end, Rep. Erickson believes that to combat the 80% negative public perception of 
government, leadership, new ideas, and focus are needed – along with a commitment to 
stop partisan arguing.  He redefines “victory” every day as he works to try and make a 
difference.

Rep. Doug Erickson






