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Guests of Rotarians

Joe Coons introduced 
Dr. Hugh and Julie Fleetwood, 

former member Andrew Moquin 
and wife Judy Coons

Gary Goldfogel introduced 
his father-in-law, Bob Rouch 

from Kingsburg, California 

visiting Rotarians

Pete Kremen
Whatcom North Rotary Club

Upcoming  Programs
January 12: Financial Crisis —
Dennis Murphy and Hart Hodges

January 19: No Meeting —
Martin Luther King Birthday

January 26:  New Member Meeting

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
Marty Haines, January 8th

Gregor Hodgson, January 10th

partner birthdays
Johanna Snyder, January 6th

Ruth Archer, January 11th

Susan Trimingham, January 11th

Club Anniversaries      

Susan Zoller, January 5th          
11 Years

Mike Bradburn, January 6th         
6 Years

Tony Pechthalt, January 6th         
6 Years

Opening Remarks
The 4184th meeting of the Rotary Club of Bellingham 
was opened by President Margaret Curtis.  Laury Evans 
greeted and Marty Haines sold raffle tickets.  Rex Dudley 
provided a moving invocation.  Mark Knittel announced 
ever-present, visiting Rotarian Pete Kremen from the 
Whatcom North club.  Don Anderson accompanied us in 
singing the Star Spangled Banner.  Joe Coons introduced 
his guests, Judy Coons, Andrew Moquin, Hugh and Julie 
Fleetwood, and Gary Goldfogel introduced his father-in-
law. Bob. 

Business Notes
President Margaret reported that the BTC fisheries 
project reported as closing in the Herald, is NOT the 
project Rotary is funding, it is a separate operation. Bob 
Trunek reminded us that we just received our billing 
statement for the New Year and included is an amount 
that goes to Rotary International.  He encouraged us not 
only to fund the suggested amount ($50) but to perhaps 
add to that as this is such an effective donation in that the 
dollars go directly to the programs (with the caveat that 
the money is delayed, and it is this interest that funds the 
administration fees). 

Football Pool winners were announced and there was a 
number of multiple wins: 

Holiday Bowl - Larry Ziels announced Dewey Desler 
won 2 quarters ($40 each), Irwin Le Coq ($40), and Joe 
Coons 4th quarter win of $80.
Sugar Bowl - Pete Foti announced Peggy Zorro won 
2 quarters ($40 each), Chuck Beard ($40), with Fred 
Ossewarde final score win of $80
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Happy BUCKS / Fines 
& Recognition    

Steve Adelstein Adelstein, Sharpe & Serka, John MacPherson Anvil Corporation, Bruce Clawson Banner Bank, Scott Renne Blue Sea Systems, Daver 
Morse Blythe Plumbing, John Holtzheimer Chicago Title, Jon Sitkin Chmelik Sitkin & Davis, Mike & Bob Diehl Diehl Ford, Dave Blair Dunham Cellars, 
Herb Ershig, Jeff Jenkins Haskell Corporation, Steve Hoekstra, Laury Evans & Dennis Joins Horizon Bank, Tim Fisher Life Insurance Consultants,

Dominique Zervas was 
Sergeant at Arms and fined 
everyone who had snow 
removal equipment (a shovel 
qualified) a dollar.  Rick 
Haggen was recognized for his 
hard work shoveling walks of 
neighbors and friends.  

Cleary Cone was fined for 
allegedly distributing alcohol 
to Bell Ringers.  The offending 
bottle of brandy, labeled 
“Talking Rain,” was sold for 
$40 to Peggy Zorro.  

All with new vacation-earned 
tans were fined $1. 

Happy Bucks were kicked off 
with Marty Haines donating all 
his football pool winnings back 
to Rotary; Irwin LeCocq chimed 
in with his football winnings, 
still happy that he sold his boat. 

Jon Sitkin was happy the snow 
was melting so the number of 
snowball fights in his backyard 
would cease.

Del Vandekerk stepped up to 
donate some of his football 
pool loot back to Rotary, $40, 
and used the opportunity to 
solicit donations for the Club’s 
EBay project and sing the 
praises of Bell Ringing.

Many Rotarians used the 
donation of Happy Bucks to 
honor our latest Paul Harris 
Fellow, Hugh Fleetwood: 

Las Vegas Bowl - Ken Marzocco announced Ann Jones ($40), Dick Tucker ($40) 
with Cindy Enger winning the final ($80) 
Rose Bowl - Ben Kuiken announced Al Marsh & Fred Ossewarde ($40), Joan 
Airoldi ($40), Marty Haines ($80) 
Sun Bowl - John MacPherson ($40), Del Vandekerk ($160) 
Orange Bowl - Marty Haines ($40), Larry Ziels ($160)
Emerald Bowl - Jack Mulhern announced Al Marsh ($40), Shannon Palmer ($120), 
and Del Vandekerk ($40)  

Presentations
Joe Coons made a special presentation of a Paul Harris fellow award to Hugh 
Fleetwood.  Hugh is a veteran, WWU professor, and was department chair for 14 
years.  He was active in the ACLU, locally and nationally, and at the state level 
as President. Hugh retired 
from teaching in 1993 and 
has been an extremely active 
community volunteer.  Until 
recently he was the only lay 
member of the St. Joseph 
Hospital’s ethics board and 
has been a real booster of the 
Interfaith Coalition. Hugh, 
with pal Andrew Moquin, 
started annual dinners 
which have raised hundreds 
of thousands to help less 
fortunate citizens. 

Fellow Rotarians state:

“Among Hugh‘s best attributes is the ability to debate differing points of view with 
complete respect for another’s position” and

“Hugh has a deep compassion for the less fortunate members of our society.” 

Dr. Hugh Fleetwood and Joe Coons
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Karen Morse $5 for both Hugh 
and Julie. 

Rud Browne, Jon Sitkin, and 
Kay Sardo, also gave $5 for 
Hugh. 

Brad Burdick stayed ahead 
of a fine by acknowledging 
a prominent article with his 
picture featuring the Mount 
Baker Theater renovation and 
reopening. Daver Morse rode 
Brad’s coattails on the fine 
because Blythe Plumbing did a 
lot of the work ($20). 

Dave Blair gave $5 to 
announce other Rotary clubs 
in our area are joining our 
Hospice efforts and Dunham 
cellars is providing special 
Hospice House label wines for 
sale ($20 per bottle going to 
the cause).

Pat Foley Mills Electric, Bob Trunek Orca Marine Cooling Systems, Irwin LeCocq People’s Bank, Teri Treat Sage Management, Kathy Hughes 
Seattle Manufacturing Corporation, Earl Settlemyer, Rogan Jones Sleepmasters, Bob Boule Smuggler’s Inn, Tommy Thomson & Susie Thomson-
Sines Thomson CPAs, Barry Hanson Unity Group, Wayne Langei Whatcom Educational Credit Union, Margaret Curtis Wilson Engineering

Happy BUCKS / Fines
& Recognition

This Tattler brought to you by:

Steve Hoekstra
Laury Evans

Dennis Joins

From Joe Coons’ presentation: 

Hugh Fleetwood is now 78 and burdened with Parkinson’s.  Because he and I have 
been great friends, I his token conservative, and he my token liberal. . .  and because 
I believe it’s time we publicly recognize this thoughtful, community-dedicated 
scholar who has served his country, his community, his faith and his students with 
distinction, I am pleased to present him with this Paul Harris Fellowship, which 
reads “in appreciation of this tangible assistance given for the furtherance of better 
understanding and friendly relations among peoples of the world.”

Program
The day’s program, “Who’s that Talking,” was introduced by Kathy Hughes, and 
presented by Justin Ver Burg. 

A ventriloquist’s comedy routine featured Justin and “Guido”.  Justin is a local 
talent, who kept us chuckling throughout.  He had audience participation in the form 
of Cleary Cone, who was hilarious as a real live “dummy,” which was confirmed by 
J.C. Hickman from the “peanut gallery”.  

The program concluded with an interesting question and answer session.  

The meeting was adjourned with lottery number 102 winning the pot.  




