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Opening Remarks
President Margaret opened the meeting announcing that 
Elizabeth Grant would accompany us in singing America 
the Beautiful, Joe Coons would present the invocation, 
Mike Bradburn would introduce visiting Rotarians, and 
Roland Trenouth had been our Greeter, while Vic Tate 
satisfied our gambling compulsions.

Announcements
There will be a Board meeting at the Dorothy Haggen 
Building on Thursday, September 11 at 4:30.

It was announced there would be an International 
Committee meeting following the regular meeting.

Fines & Recognition
Our Sergeant at Arms, Dennis Murphy, started his 
session with a focus on Rick Wright, who paid $20 for 
a cell phone ringing.

He then asked Fred Ossewarde if he enjoyed a productive 
summer logging. Dennis proceeded with questions 
related to non-logging activities, as he had a photo of 
Fred with his family holding a nice salmon. Fred offered 
$20, and as Dennis pointed to the photo, Fred quickly 
increased his donation to $30. 

Dennis then asked anyone who worked in banking 
to stand. He asked by a show of hands who had sold 
mortgages to Fannie or Freddie, and asked each person 
to pay $5. 
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Guests of Rotarians

Don Anderson brought 
Dr. W. Phil Griggs

Del Vandekerk introduced 
Dan Whittle with 

Patent Leverage LLC

Pat Foley brought Brad Tuininga 
with BTC

Scott Walker introduced 
Ted Morris with Birch Bay State Park

Dennis Murphy brought 
Bruce Shepard, new WWU President

  

visiting Rotarians

Bill Kirby
Carson City Rotary Club

Kim Walley & Jackie Frazier 
Burlington Midday Rotary Club

Mary Humphries
Bellingham Bay Rotary Club 

Pete Kremen & Larry Pollett
Whatcom North Rotary Club

Upcoming  Programs

September 15: Sean Hogan –
Rotary Youth Programs

September 22: Dick Hempler –
How it’s made – Hempler Meats

September 29: Puget Sound Blood 
Bank and Blood Drive 

October 6: District Governor –
Larry Stinson

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
Herb Ershig, September 8th

Bob Gibb, September 11th

Don Anderson, September 13th

Jan Marchbanks, September 14th

partner birthdays
Jean Jenkins, September 13th

Fred Zoller, September 13th

Club Anniversaries      

Bob McDermott, September 9th            
6 Years

Gregor Hodgson, September 13th         
4 Years
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Fines & Recognition, continued from page 1

In a true act of compassion, Dennis levied a fine of $1 for anyone not wearing 
their Rotary pin. 

Based on Joe Coon’s invocation, Dennis asked if any other members had vacationed 
in Ireland this summer. It was noted that Chuck Farrell also spent time in Ireland, 
and based on the fact that Joe and Chuck did not see one another they each gave 
five bucks. 

Program
Pat Foley provided an introduction to the program with an overview of her role as 
the chair of the fundraising committee. She proceeded to share that her goal was 
to define two key objectives for the club and she brought props to help with the 
explanation.  1) Fun Raising – she then held up Hawaiian leis, and 2) Fundraising 
– she held up a statue of the dollar sign. Throughout the campaign, it will be the 
goal to increase the level of fun and fund raising. 

This year’s goal is to raise $100,000 to help Bellingham Technical College with 
the funding of the construction of a new $4.5 million dollar building to house the 
Northwest Center for Environmental, Fisheries, and Aquaculture Sciences.  

Pat then introduced Mary Humphries as the Executive Director of the Bellingham 
Technical College Foundation to provide an overview 
of the project. 

Mary started the program with some history on the 
vital role fishing industry has played in our region. 
The new building is needed to replace the existing 
structure which is literally sinking into the earth. The 
new structure will also allow the program to expand 
and increase the impact on the community.  As one of 
only four programs on the West Coast, from Alaska to 
California, the BTC program plays a vital role to bring 
salmon runs back to life. 

Happy BUCKS

Steve Adelstein Adelstein, Sharpe & Serka, John MacPherson Anvil Corporation, Bruce Clawson Banner Bank, Scott Renne Blue Sea Systems, Daver 
Morse Blythe Plumbing, John Holtzheimer Chicago Title, Jon Sitkin Chmelik Sitkin & Davis, Mike & Bob Diehl Diehl Ford, Dave Blair Dunham Cellars, 
Herb Ershig, Jeff Jenkins Haskell Corporation, Steve Hoekstra, Laury Evans & Dennis Joins Horizon Bank, Tim Fisher Life Insurance Consultants,

Scott Walker was $5 happy 
as it related to the BP 
announcement of a $90,000 
donation to the Birch Bay 
Park to fund Heron Center.

Cathy Buckley was $20 
happy after a great vacation 
in the Virgin Islands. 

Matt Hammatt spent a 
wonderful Father/Daughter 
weekend and gave $5. 

Andrew Evans gave $10 in 
celebration of his son’s Bar 
Mitzvah.

Rick Wright was $5 
happy for his daughter’s 
achievements as a 
swimming coach.

Vince Davis gave $56 in 
celebration of 56 years of 
marriage.

Terri Treat was $23 happy 
with her 23 years of 
marriage. 

Mary Humphries



Thirty years ago our local Whatcom Creek was considered dead with no salmon 
returning to spawn in the creek. Over the course of the past 30 years the BTC 
program has brought the creek back to life and it now has the largest chum salmon 
run in the State of Washington. 

The State of Washington has committed up to $2 million dollars of matching funds 
for the project, and Mary and the BTC team are looking at many different sources to 
provide the additional $2.5 million needed for construction.  The new building will 
allow the program to 1) educate more students, 2) expand their program in other 
areas, 3) enhance more local habitats, and 4) raise more fish.  
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Gregor Hodgson was $10 
happy for a great family 
vacation in Wisconsin, 
and was another $10 happy 
with his cousin receiving 
Gold and Bronze medals 
for equestrian events in the 
Olympics. 

Margaret Curtis gave $20 
for a quick trip to Korea 
to support a sister city 
program. 

Pat Foley Mills Electric, Bob Trunek Orca Marine Cooling Systems, Irwin LeCocq People’s Bank, Teri Treat Sage Management, Kathy Hughes 
Seattle Manufacturing Corporation, Earl Settlemyer, Rogan Jones Sleepmasters, Bob Boule Smuggler’s Inn, Tommy Thomson & Susie Thomson-
Sines Thomson CPAs, Barry Hanson Unity Group, Wayne Langei Whatcom Educational Credit Union, Margaret Curtis Wilson Engineering
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