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Opening Remarks
President Margaret welcomed members and guests and 
announced that Don Anderson would accompany us in 
singing “America the Beautiful,” Kay Sardo would deliver the 
invocation, Laury Evans would introduce visiting Rotarians, 
and Joan Airoldi had been our greeter.

Announcements
President Margaret announced that Gary Goldfogel 
would be hosting an Audio / Video Committee meeting 
after today’s meeting.

A Major Project meeting, chaired by Pat Foley, will also 
be held after the meeting.

President Margaret also urged all members who have 
not yet done so to pick up a new roster to see to which 
committees they belong.

There will be NO MEETING next week as it will be 
Labor Day.  President Margaret did caution, however, 
that there may be a security camera, which will record 
any who do show up then.  That information would be 
shared at the September 8th meeting.

Presentations
Jim Wright has completed all membership requirements, 
but was not in attendance today to receive his membership 
certificate and four-way test.  President Margaret noted 
he seemed to be taking advantage of his new club status 
by playing hooky.
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Guests of Rotarians

Don Anderson brought 
Dr. W. Phil Griggs

Del Vandekerk introduced 
Dan Widdle

Karen Morse brought Wendy Bohlke 
and Buff Schoenfeld

Shannon Palmer introduced 
Ron Kennedy

Jan Marchbanks brought 
Patti Barreda from the 

Cabo San Lucas Day Care Center
  

visiting Rotarians

Pete Kremen
Whatcom North Rotary Club

Upcoming  Programs

September 1: NO MEETING –  
HOLIDAY 

September 8: Club Assembly

September 15: Rotary Youth Programs

September 22: Dick Hempler –
How it’s made – Hempler Meats

September 29: Puget Sound Blood 
Bank and Blood Drive 

October 6: District Governor –
Larry Stinson

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
Cathy Buckley, August 26th

Bob Martin, August 26th

Julie Foster, August 27th

Earl Settlemyer, August 29th

Jim Cunningham, September 5th

partner birthdays
Lynn Trzynka, August 30th

Janet Visbeek, August 30th

Tracy Diehl, September 1st

Robert Brown, September 2nd

Bea Aubert, September 3rd

Club Anniversaries      

Tim Fisher, August 25th

J. C. Hickman, September 1st

Jim Visbeek, September 1st
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Program
Dennis Murphy introduced Karen Morse, who 
was determined to need no introduction to club 
members.

Karen gave an interesting Power Point presentation 
on her 15 years as Western Washington University’s 
president.  This is her final week in that role.

Karen mentioned that WWU was chartered in 1893, 
but was given no money to build.  In 1896, building 
began, but there was not enough money to finish.  
In 1899, the money and students began to arrive.

Karen mentioned that this year’s freshman class – the University’s most diverse 
in history – were mostly born in 1990, making even “younger” club members feel 
old.

During Karen’s tenure, which began in 1993, enrollment grew from 9,300 to 12,100 
full-time equivalent students, while the number of tenure-track faculty increased 
dramatically, and the student-faculty ratio decreased.  

WWU has gained a national reputation for academic excellence, including being 
ranked 2nd among top public master degree-gratning universities in the West, 
according to the 2008 US News & World Report rankings.  Its MBA program 
ranked 87th in the world, of approximately 600 such programs.

Karen emphasized that, while primarily an academic university (rather than a 
research one), WWU’s faculty has published numerous books, edited numerous 
volumes, and contributed over 100 book chapters.  The faculty has also published 
over 400 papers in academic journal in the last year and presented over 600 papers 
at scholarly conferences.

WWU has developed and/or implemented numerous student-centered programs 
that encourage civic leadership, service, and innovation, including the Leadership 
Advantage program, which produces leaders from students who have not necessarily 
been considered “natural leaders” in the past.

Karen also spoke about the universities community service and outreach.  Last 
year, an estimated 7,000 students donated 900,000 volunteer hours in Whatcom 
County.  WWU also ranked 4th among similar schools in the number of alumni 
that participate as Peace Corps volunteers.  She also mentioned the number of 
performing and visual arts events, lecture series, athletic events, and other events of 
which the community takes advantage.

Happy BUCKS/ FINES
& RECOGNITION

Steve Adelstein Adelstein, Sharpe & Serka, John MacPherson Anvil Corporation, Bruce Clawson Banner Bank, Scott Renne Blue Sea Systems, Daver 
Morse Blythe Plumbing, John Holtzheimer Chicago Title, Jon Sitkin Chmelik Sitkin & Davis, Mike & Bob Diehl Diehl Ford, Dave Blair Dunham Cellars, 
Herb Ershig, Jeff Jenkins Haskell Corporation, Steve Hoekstra, Laury Evans & Dennis Joins Horizon Bank, Tim Fisher Life Insurance Consultants,

Before handing off the honors to 
Sergeant at Arms Dick Tucker, President 
Margaret attempted to squeeze another 
$20 out of Jim Visbeek for a cell phone 
violation, but Jim explained that he had 
already paid up (in fact twice, for two 
consecutive meeting violations…).

Dick Tucker had Chuck Snyder stand 
because of his recent primary election 
victory.  Chuck gladly paid $65 for 
the percentage by which he won the 
election.  Chuck also added another $33 
for 33 happy years of marriage.

Dick then had Stephanie Bowers stand 
in recognition of a recent large donation 
to WWU.  Stephanie passed the mic to 
Karen Morse, who was honored to report 
the 1 million dollar donation in honor 
of her service to Western, made by the 
Bowman family. The money is going to 
a new leadership program.  Stephanie 
gladly matched Karen’s $20 donation.

Dick then instituted a $2 fine for all club 
members that gardened, or had a yard, 
including condo owners who own an 
undivided interest in a yard (i.e., he fined 
the entire club) for the rain we received 
on Sunday, allowing us all to refrain 
from watering said yard/garden.

Dick also acknowledged Rick Wright 
– and fined him for – his new role as the 
self-proclaimed “Kettle Corn King (and 
Queen, with his wife) of Whatcom County.”

Finally, Dick quizzed all member tables 
about a recent article in the Rotarian, 
and asked each table to determine what 
organization was highlighted in the 
magazine, and which former president 
began the organization.  Each table 
that had members unable to correctly 
identify the organization and president 
were fined a dollar for each.  The correct 
answer was, John Kennedy and the 
Peace Corps.

Stephanie Bowers donated an additional 
$30 for 30 years of marriage.

Kathy Hughes presented a check from 
Bob Sampson of Bellingham Mountain 
Rescue, who was honored to speak to 
the club at our August 4th meeting.

Karen Morse



Sustainability is also a core principle of WWU, and it has been recognized as a national 
leader in green energy. Karen recently signed the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment. The Huxley College of the Environment, Shannon 
Point Marine Center, and Vehicle Research Institute are all nationally recognized 
for their research and action on sustainable issues.  

Under Karen’s tenure, many new programs have been developed at WWU, including 
the neuropsychology program, which combines two different disciplines from two 
different colleges to study such things as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, stroke, and 
chemical addiction. She also touted the Advanced Material Science and Engineering 
Center, which has focused on such things as composite materials and industrial 
design.  The Interdisciplinary Emergency Planning and Management degree was 
recently added, and it is the only one of its kind in the Northwest.  She also talked 
about the Manufacturing and Supply Chain Management program, and told the club 
that Boeing’s president told Karen that he would hire 30 WWU graduates per year 
with this degree. 

Karen also mentioned WWU’s athletic programs, including the fact that the 
university has been a full member of NCAA Division II for 9 years, and has had 
national appearances in many athletic endeavors, including the national champion 
women’s rowing team for the last four years.

Foundation and donor support has also grown tremendously in Karen’s 15 years:  
the endowment growing from $3.6 million to $29.3 today; total assets growing from 
$8.9 million to $43.8 million.  Karen thanked club members for their generous 
support of Western, including Rick and Sylvia Haggen’s recent donation of $75,000 
to the Leadership Advantage program.

Construction has also been steady, with 7 new buildings and major renovations of 
many more.  Western is now preparing for a future expansion on the waterfront.  The 
goal with that expansion is to more fully integrate WWU into the community, to 
promote sustainable waterfront development and to allow the university to continue 
its expansion, since it has run out of room on the main campus.  This waterfront 
expansion is a long term goal, and build-out will take place over a number of 
years.

Finally, Karen talked about things that have not changed during her tenure:  the 
university as a dynamic force; the constant influx of new faculty and students, the 
ability of faculty and staff to serve the students and larger community; and the need, 
desire and ability to serve the community, the region and the state.

Raffle –  Aaron Booker was the raffle winner.

– hopefully, it would at least be the original 
sung by the Von Trapp family.
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Gary Goldfogel gave in recognition 
of his accompaniment of a group of 
11-year-old boy scouts on a week-long, 
50-mile hiking/camping trip.Jon Sitkin 
donated in honor of a weekend tour of 
Yakima. Valley, on Harley Davidson’s 
with a group of Yakima-based attorneys

Joan Airoldi was happy for two things:  
the Herald’s continuing coverage of 
issues relating to the library system and 
its upcoming one-book / one-community 
reading program and the Blood Bank 
Committee’s upcoming blood drive 
before and after the September 29th 
meeting.

Jack Payne donated for two recent 
salmon-fishing trips, one – a first – with 
his grandson (who has already booked 
four days of fishing for next year), and 
the other with a good friend of Jack’s, 
who has been diagnosed with terminal 
cancer but is still squeezing lots of joy 
out of life.

Dale Rings gave in recognition of his 
involvement in the Business Week 
panel, where local high school students 
spent a week learning about capitalism, 
and reported to a “Board of Directors” 
(on which Dale served), and put on a 
“trade show” where they showed their 
business plans and looked for investors.

President Margaret acknowledged that 
she was, in fact, married, and that her 
husband had just been in Michigan and 
had bought a boat.  She claimed that 
“B-O-A-T” stands for “bring on another 
thousand”

Finally, in honor of Karen Morse’s 
retirement this week, President 
Margaret offered to download as a 
ringtone to Karen’s cell phone “So Long, 
Farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, Goodbye” 

Pat Foley Mills Electric, Bob Trunek Orca Marine Cooling Systems, Irwin LeCocq People’s Bank, Teri Treat Sage Management, Kathy Hughes 
Seattle Manufacturing Corporation, Earl Settlemyer, Rogan Jones Sleepmasters, Bob Boule Smuggler’s Inn, Tommy Thomson & Susie Thomson-
Sines Thomson CPAs, Barry Hanson Unity Group, Wayne Langei Whatcom Educational Credit Union, Margaret Curtis Wilson Engineering
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Look for the new “Tattler On Line” at www.bellinghamrotary.org/tattler.htm
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Share Your Good Health with Patients in our Community And Help Prevent Community Blood Shortages

Please donate at the 

Rotary Club of Bellingham Blood Drive
Monday, September 29, Northwood Hall Parking Lot

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM & 1:30 – 4:00 PM 

For info and to sign up contact Joan at 393-1054 or jdairoldi@hotmail.com. 

10 Good Reasons to Donate Blood
•	Keep our community blood supply stable
•	Save a life-4.5 million American lives are saved each year by blood transfusion
•	Relieve the suffering and pain of others
•	Contribute something unique-there is no substitute for human blood
•	Help heal wounds
•	Put your time to good use-donating blood takes less than an hour and benefits 	
	 multiple patients
•	Answer a community need-900 people must donate blood each weekday to 		
	 support western Washington hospitals
•	Overcome your fear of needles
•	Give back to the community
•	Drink as much juice and eat as many cookies as you want!




