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Guests of Rotarians

Ken Marzocco introduced 
Gary Fortenberry with CH2M Hill

Bob Sytsma introduced 
Ken and Susan Morrill, parents of 
our Science Student of the Month 

from Squalicum High School, 
Drew Morrill

Chuck Farrell introduced Lex Rivers, 
father of Science Student of the 

Month from Bellingham High School, 
Sierra Rivers

Cindy Enger introduced Daphne Sluys, 
mother of Science Student of the 

Month from Sehome High School, 
Rolf Ypma 

visiting Rotarians

Pete Kremen & Larry Pollett
Whatcom North Rotary Club

Upcoming  Programs
February 2: Darrell Hillaire –
Lummi Academy

February 9:  Brad Burdick – 
Mt. Baker Theatre; Behind the Scenes

February 16:  No Meeting – 
Presidents Day

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
Steve Hager, January 26th

Dave Bradley, January 27th

Ben Kuiken, February 1st

partner birthdays
Betty Miller, January 26th

Cheryll Blair, January 27th

Shari Sitkin, January 27th

Chris Tucker, January 29th

Stefanie Allen, January 30th

Lilian Marzocco, January 30th

Jackie White, February 1st

Club Anniversaries      

Robin Halliday, January 27th                  
6 Years

Elizabeth Grant, January 28th       
1 Year

Yvonne Bianchi, January 29th               
13 Years

Al Archer, February 1st             
27 Years

Hal Arnason, February 1st                     
57 Years

Herb Ershig, February 1st                    
47 Years

Chuck Farrell, February 1st                   
34 Years

Jan Marchbanks, February 1st   
20 Years

Bob Martin, February 1st                       
50 Years

Opening Remarks
President-Elect Jim Visbeek substituted for President Margaret, 
who was on the annual Rotary ski trip.  At a previous meeting, 
trip organizer Bob Diehl had announced that, “Everyone who 
goes on this trip comes back a wild and crazy party animal.” 
We’ll withhold judgment until she returns. 

Cindy Enger delivered a moving invocation, including a brief 
eulogy and moment of silence for John Aubert, a Paul Harris 
Fellow and member of this club for 36 years.  Don Anderson 
accompanied us in singing the Star Spangled Banner.

Business Notes
President-Elect Jim announced Social Committee and 
Community Project and Development meetings immediately 
following the meeting.

He asked all Club members to stand if they are involved in 
public roles (including education and government) and have 
recently had to cut budgets.  President Jim then asked each 
standing member to either put $5 on the table, or tell a joke.  
All decided to put their money on the table except for Bruce 
Shepard, who told the Club about meeting with a freshman 
legislator in Olympia, who suggested to Bruce that WWU 
“phase out” the football program over four years through 
attrition by not replacing team members, rather than simply 
ending the program.

Presentations – 
Students of the Month

Del Vandekerk introduced the presentation – Students of the 
Month for achievements in science.

continued on page 2

Sierra RiversRolf YpmaDrew Morrill



Tattler
Sponsors

Happy BUCKS / Fines 
& Recognition    

Steve Adelstein Adelstein, Sharpe & Serka, John MacPherson Anvil Corporation, Bruce Clawson Banner Bank, Scott Renne Blue Sea Systems, Daver 
Morse Blythe Plumbing, John Holtzheimer Chicago Title, Jon Sitkin Chmelik Sitkin & Davis, Mike & Bob Diehl Diehl Ford, Dave Blair Dunham Cellars, 
Herb Ershig, Jeff Jenkins Haskell Corporation, Steve Hoekstra, Laury Evans & Dennis Joins Horizon Bank, Tim Fisher Life Insurance Consultants,

Sargent-at-Arms Pat Foley 
fined Mike Diehl, who had 
admitted that, unlike our 
Students of the Month, he was 
actually still taking high school 
math while in college 

Pat then acknowledged Wayne 
Langei on WECU’s $10,000 
donation to the Ershig Assistive 
Technology Resource Center at 
WWU.

Scott Walker was asked 
to stand because of a 
recent article regarding the 
Waterfront Development Board. 
The Board has yet to meet, but 
Scott told the Club that he was 
recently named the “worst Port 
official” by Cascadia Weekly.

Pat then read a quote by 
Pete Kremen about the local 
economy, and thanked him for 
his words. 

Squalicum High School 
Bob Sytsma presented the student from Squalicum, Drew Morrill, who was our Club’s 
Student of the Month last October for achievements in math.  Drew currently has a 3.99 
GPA, and has taken numerous AP classes.  He also is a member of the honors chamber 
orchestra, runs varsity track and cross country, and has been conducting independent 
research on using algae as an alternative energy source.  He is very interested in alternative 
fuels, and may pursue studies and a career in that field.  Drew talked about science as a 
personal interest for him, and is amazed at its potential to change the world – a belief further 
strengthened by a recent trip to India.  He also talked about making homemade biodiesel in 
his garage.  He will become an Eagle Scout this winter, and ran the Seattle marathon last 
November.  Drew is looking at Stanford, Princeton, Brown, among other universities. 

Sehome High School  
Cindy Enger introduced Rolf Ypma, the student from Sehome. Rolf Ypma attended 
Whatcom Day Academy for his elementary and middle school education; at Sehome High 
School, he has focused his education on science and mathematics. He has received numerous 
awards for academic excellence, including the titles of AP Scholar with Distinction and 
National Merit Semifinalist. He has donated numerous hours to the community through 
volunteering at athletic events associated with the Greater Bellingham Running Club, the 
Fairhaven Bicycle Racing Club, and the Bellingham Triathlon Club. Rolf has furthered his 
passion for science and engineering through extensive extracurricular projects including 
the Lemelson-MIT Inventeam program and the FIRST Robotics Competition, and was 
involved in the founding of the Sehome Engineering Club.  Rolf has exhausted all the 
science and math classes at Sehome, and is now taking advanced calculus at WWU.  He is 
looking at pursuing bioengineering studies at UW, and credited his parents as his inspiration 
for his interest in math and science. 

Bellingham High School
Chuck Farrell introduced Sierra Rivers, the student from Bellingham High, who was also a 
Student of the Month last October for achievements in math.  She has had an exceptional high 
school career, excelling in math, orchestra and various JV and Varsity sports, and carrying 
a 4.0 g.p.a.  In the spring of 2008, Sierra was recognized with the American Association of 
University Women of Washington Certificate of Excellence for Mathematics.  She talked about 
her varied interests and successes, and credited one of her high school teachers with inspiring 
her interest in science.  Sierra is a senior at Bellingham High and will be entering the honors 
program at the University of Washington next fall, probably focusing on math and science.  

Program Notes
Dale Rings introduced the program, which was New Member Talks.  Referring to our 
recent weather challenges, he also noted that living in the Pacific Northwest is like having 
a “really hot girlfriend”…who’s sick 300 days per year.

a.  Dan Whittle gave the first new member talk.  Dan grew up in Pennsylvania, just miles 
from Three Mile Island.  He attended Lebanon Valley College, where he met his wife, 
introduced by a friend and fraternity brother (who was dating her at the time).  The couple

continued on page 3



Andrew Evans gave money for his 
recent vacation in Mexico.
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Bruce Shepard was asked to 
give up some dollars for the 
recent ranking of WWU as 
the highest-ranking masters-
granting public university 
in the Pacific Northwest, 
and third in the West.  He 
suggested that Karen Morse 
should pay the fine, as these 
accomplishments were the 
result of her hard work, but Pat 
just said, “Doesn’t work that 
way,” so he paid up. 

Dave Blair reported that the 
Wall Street Journal named 
Dunham Cellars’ current 
vintage the best Washington 
State Syrah. 

Rex Dudley thanked the 
Bellingham Herald for a nice 
article about the local Big 
Brothers Big Sisters.

Pat Foley Mills Electric, Bob Trunek Orca Marine Cooling Systems, Irwin LeCocq People’s Bank, Teri Treat Sage Management, Kathy Hughes 
Seattle Manufacturing Corporation, Earl Settlemyer, Rogan Jones Sleepmasters, Bob Boule Smuggler’s Inn, Tommy Thomson & Susie Thomson-
Sines Thomson CPAs, Barry Hanson Unity Group, Wayne Langei Whatcom Educational Credit Union, Margaret Curtis Wilson Engineering
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will enjoy their 33rd anniversary this August.  Dan attended Penn for graduate school, 
where he earned his doctorate in physics, and then chose Raleigh, N.C. as the place to start 
their careers and family.  Dan was hired by IBM, despite a hiring freeze, and worked there 
for 12 years.  Dan and his wife have twin sons, who were born in 1985.  After a ten-year 
stint as the director of engineering for a small industrial control equipment company, Dan 
took a job at Cymbolic Sciences in lower British Columbia.  When asked to move to San 
Jose to be with his bosses (the result of a recent sale of the company), Dan decided to stay 
in Bellingham.  Dan took the patent bar, and started consulting on the commercial side of 
patents, and acting as an expert witness in patent litigation.  Dan opened and closed his talk 
with reference to Bob Dylan’s song “Idiot Wind,” the first verse of which ends with “I can’t 
help it if I’m lucky.” 

b. Ken Dove moved to Bellingham 1 ∏ years ago.  He credits his service with the Salvation 
Army to his mother, who insisted his father found a church before she would marry him.  
Ken’s father heard a Salvation Army brass band playing in Detroit, and stopped to listen.  
He was invited to go back to the meeting hall, and began attending regularly.  Ken’s father 
then called his mother, and invited her to move to Detroit and get married.  Because of 
family health issues, a doctor recommended that Ken’s family move to a milder climate, 
which ended up being Beaverton, Oregon.  By five years old, Ken had a coronet in his 
hand, and music has been central in his life ever since. Ken went to college on a music 
scholarship, but left school to work as a union musician.  He worked at CMI,  a wholesale 
music company based in Chicago, for a number of years.  Ken told the Club about talking 
with Johnny Carson about the drums that Buddy Rich (who had a contract with one drum 
manufacturer) would play on The Tonight Show (which had a contract with a CMI drum 
manufacturer).  The Tonight Show ended up showing Buddy Rich only from the waist up 
during the broadcast, at Ken’s suggestion.  Ken worked with the Grateful Dead for several 
years, and his general lifestyle seemed fun at the time, but he came to the realization that 
his lifestyle of travel and partying was unsustainable for him, and his family.  Ken joined 
the Salvation Army in 1978, and has 3 children and “5 1/2” grandchildren.

c. Bruce Shepard has been a Rotarian for many years, in different parts of the country.  
Bruce credits his father with inspiring him and his brother to pursue higher education.  His 
father was doing farm work in Southern California, but decided to pursue higher education, 
finally obtaining a Ph.D. from UC-Berkeley.  Bruce and his brother both have Ph.D.’s, 
and Bruce is passionate about the transformative power of higher education.  He spent 23 
years, both as a professor and in administration, at Oregon State. Bruce then moved to a 
small college in eastern Oregon, where he met his current wife.  He has also spent time at a 
college in Green Bay, but his heart has always been in the West.  Bruce admitted that during 
the interview process for the President of WWU, the chair of the Board of Trustees asked 
Bruce’s wife about a program that she had developed, and then invited her to accept an 
offer to become the next President of WWU.  Just kiddin’.  Bruce proudly wears his father’s 
Doctoral “hood” while handing out diplomas, a part of the job the he clearly enjoys.

Raffle
Andrew Evans won the raffle.  




