
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Past President John Griggs presided over this Changing of the Guard 
meeting.  Our 93rd Rotary year will begin with our next meeting on July 
13th. 

  

  

 

Announcements  

  
No Meeting - Next Week, July 6th  

  

Board of Directors Meeting - July 9th - 4:30  

June 29, 2009 
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Dorothy Haggen Building  

  
 

 

  

Presentations  
  

  

 John Griggs introduced Larry Pollett, Assistant District Governor, 
who presented two awards to the Club. First was a Presidential Citation 
from Rotary International acknowledging that our Club met all four 
areas of service, followed by a Best Cooperative Project Award for the 
collaborative work of our three local Rotary clubs in support of the 
Bellingham Food Bank. 

 

Happy Bucks  
  

Sgt.-at-Arms Kathy Hughes let us know that, due to the nature of the 
program, the opportunity for happy bucks would be limited.    

We celebrated special wedding anniversaries with Club members 
Patricia Decker, Joe Coons and Bob Gibb. 

Kathy herself added $100 to the Club fund in appreciation of the great 
job accomplished by the new audio-visual team this past year:  co-
chairs Aaron Booker and Mark Knittel , and members Brad Burdick, 
Gary Goldfogel, and Rogan Jones.  

 

  

Photographer:: Mike 

Diehl 

  

  

Sgt. at Arms:  Kathy 

Hughes  

  

  

Invocation:  Al Archer  

  

  

Introduction of Visitors:  

Joan Airoldi  

  

  

Greeter(s):  Joe Morse  

  

  

Raffle Tickets:  Ken 

Dove  

  

  

Music:  Elizabeth Grant 
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Program  

  
John Griggs began his program remarks by recalling that our Rotary 
Club began in 1917, just at the end of WWI. The first projects of the 
Club were directed at men and women in uniform. Since 1990, the 
RCOB has supported 67 organizations including the arts, education, 
and health care for a total of $1,800,000. He asked all past-presidents 
of the club to stand and be saluted for their leadership in this 
achievement. 
  
John introduced President Margaret who received an exuberant 
standing ovation from the membership. She detailed some of the 
achievements of the Club during the past year:  

¶ 96% participation in the annual fund raising project;  

¶ 22 new Paul Harris fellows;  

¶ 11 new members;  

¶ funding of 16 service projects;  

¶ giving awards and scholarships to 30 high school seniors; and  

¶ saying goodbye to 5 departed members. 
  

She thanked Kathy Hughes, Program Chair, for a year of excellent 
programs and acknowledged the Social Committee for the cruise, ski 
trip and member dinners and gatherings.  
  

 
  
Margaret thanked her husband Marc, and her co-workers at Wilson 
Engineering for their support.  She called Sandee Lindhout to the 
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podium to receive a gift in recognition of her "gracious diplomatic 
efficiency" in managing the work of the Club as Executive Secretary.  

 
Margaret then shared the second "joke" of her tenure which delighted 
the group and underscored the fact that the Club has embraced gender 
diversity with her serving as president, Kathy Hughes as President-
elect, and Robin Halliday on the Board of Directors. She finished by 
acknowledging the tremendous work of Penny Rings for producing the 
Tattler for the past year. 
  
Tommy Thompson gave the report of the Rotary Club of Bellingham 
Foundation; it was formed in 1998 as a non-profit 501(c) 3 
organization which qualifies its donors for tax deductions. The 
Foundation's holdings include: $470,000 of which $147,000 is 
designated for Hospice House, 107,000 for Bellingham Technical 
College, $30,000 to service clubs, and $100,000 in endowment funds. 
Also included are funds for the Millard Scholarship and Mischaikov 
Freedom Fund. Tommy noted that some people have put the 
Foundation in their wills and others have made the Foundation 
insurance beneficiaries. 

   

 
  
President Margaret continued the program by presenting the Will J. 
Griswold Club Service Award, named after our Club's founding president. 
Dale Rings was named recipient for his outstanding service as Tattler 
co-editor, member and chair of several committees, and bringing in 
new members since 2004, when he joined the Club. She noted that 
Dale has a "starters mentality" which has benefited the Club 
immensely. 
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Margaret introduced Past President Brian Griffin  to present the David 
C. Morse Sr. Community Service Award to Joe Coons, for his dedication to 
the community, hard work and generosity as a member of numerous 
organizations and groups throughout Bellingham. Joe exemplifies the 
standards set by David Morse, Sr. in his 61 years in Rotary and as a 
generous and tireless worker to improve our community throughout 
his 91 years of life. 

  

 
  
Past President Brian introduced Al Williamson to present the Karen 
W. Morse Vocational Service Award to a member of the Club who 
exemplifies high ethical standards in business and professions, 
recognizes the worthiness of all useful occupations, and fostering the 
ideal of service in pursuit of all vocations. The award was presented to 
Curt Cortelyou, who in his 45 years membership has received 7 Paul 
Harris Awards, was President of the Club in 1968 and served as 



District Governor in 1982. Curt's background in bringing petroleum 
refining to our community by engaging community support and 
participation for its impact was a significant achievement and served as 
the hallmark of his values and practices as a businessman and leader. 
  

Changing of the Guard 
  
Joe Coons called forward and recognized the retiring Officers and 
Directors: 
  
·   David Blair, Immediate Past President 
·   Steve Adelstein, Director, Community Service 
·   John McPherson, Director, Club Service & Fellowship 
  

 
  
Joe then called forward the new Directors and Officers: 
  
·   Jim Visbeek, incoming President 
·   Kathy Hughes, President-Elect 
·   Steve Adelstein, Vice-President and Program Chair 
·   Steve Hoekstra, Continuing Treasurer 
·   Paul Grey, continuing Dir., Club Service & Development 
·   Mike Diehl , continuing Dir., International & Voc.Service 
·   Robin Halliday, Dir., Community Service (In absentia) 
·   Marty Haines, Dir. Club Service & Fellowship (In absentia) 
  


